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GENTLEMEN, 

Report  for  t0  y°“  “7  TweM  A“™»» 

I  am  verygladto  say  it  is,  in  most  of  its  features,  very  much  mors 
satisfactory  than  that  for  the  year  1892,  which  I  may  cal!  “fe 
measles  epidemic  year,  and  which  caused  no  less  than  30  deaths  and 
bo  swelled  the  rate  of  mortality  to  the  very  high  figure  of  2S-4.fi  ™ 
1000  the  Zymotic  death  rate  for  1892  being  no  lefs  than  6-15  Sr  1000 
For  the  year  1893  the  death  rat®  is  most  favourable  and  satisfactory. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASES  ACT. 

This  Act  was  adopted  in  the  District  in  July,  1892  Tb© 
of  diseases  notified  during  the  year  1893  was  34,  arranged  as  follows 
Small  Pox  -  „  „  g 

Scarlatina  -  »  -*a 

Diphtheria  -  »  „  ^ 

S“”Pjni  -  3 

Typhoid  Fever  “  ®  »  3 

Puerperal  Fever  *  j 

Erysipelas  g 

34 

Of  the  above  diseases,  5  persons  died  daring  the  year,  to  which  may  i*> 
added  8  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  so  that  the  total  deaths  from  ZynLie 
disease  was  13,  which  gives  the  death  rate  of  1-81  per  1000^  Th® 

wmTs’o^IOOo!®  h°m  this  olaM  of  di'4M6B  E»gtod  Md  Wslm 
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SMALL  POX. 

Last  year,  1892,  I  had  to  report  one  case  of  Small  Pox.  This  year, 
1893,  we  have  had  three  cases  of  this  dreadful  disease.  These  cases  oc¬ 
curred  as  follows  : — One  male  residing  at  Butterley  Hill,  and  one  male 
and  one  female  at  Moss  Lane  in  the  same  locality.  The  first  case  seemed 
to  be  contracted  at  Heanor,  where  the  patient  had  been  on  a  visit,  and 
where  Small  Pox  existed.  It  was  a  very  mild  case  and  did  very  well. 
The  second  case  could  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  man  having  slept  with 
another  man  who  at  the  time  was  ill,  and  his  disease  turned  out  to  be 
Small  Pox.  This  man’s  wife  took  the  disease,  but  both  recovered  very 
nicely.  These  cases  were  visited  and  every  precaution  taken  by  isolation 
as  far  as  practicable,  and  in  all  cases  the  persons  in  the  infected  houses 
were  re-vaccinated ;  the  result  was,  the  disease  was  confined  to  these 
three  cases,  and  then  died  away. 

SCARLATINA. 

There  were  14  cases  of  this  disease,  resulting  in  two  deaths.  The 
fatal  cases  were — a  female,  2  years,  at  Greenwich  ;  and  a  male,  7  years, 
in  Oxford  Street.  The  other  cases  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
Four  of  the  cases  occurred  in  two  separate  houses,  two  in  each  ;  the 
others  were  all  single  cases.  There  was  nothing  discovered  to  throw 
any  light  on  the  history  of  the  disease.  Some  went  to  school,  and  others 
were  too  young  for  that.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  existed 
more  or  less  in  the  adjoining  villages  with  constant  communication. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  occurred,  at  Leamington  Street,  Station 
Boad,  Butterley  Hill,  and  Cromford  Road.  At  Leamington  Street,  the 
drain  grating  was  close  to  the  front  door  of  the  house  where  two  houses 
threw  down  all  their  slops  and  waste  water.  At  Station  Road,  the 
premises  were  quite  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  it  was  thought  that  the 
patient  had  caught  the  disease  from  the  street  level  ventilators,  as  she 
had  so  many  times  complained  of  the  smells  when  passing  to  and  fro 
from  various  parts  of  the  town.  At  Butterley  Hill  there  had  been  three 
other  cases  of  sore  throat  in  the  same  house,  but  all  did  well.  The 
house  was  very  close,  and  not  very  well  ventilated,  but  no  nuisance  ex¬ 
isted  anywhere  near.  The  Cromford  Road  case  was  a  very  mild  one, 
and  calls  for  no  detail. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  with  one  death,  which 
occurred  at  Greenwich.  The  other  two  cases  were  at  The  Hillocks  and 
Station  Boad.  The  case  at  The  Hillocks  was  said  to  be  caused  by  sewer 
gas  from  the  level  gratings  in  the  road,  one  being  directly  opposite  and 
near  to  the  front  door.  I  saw  nothing  insanitary  on  the  premises,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  about  the  case  at  Station  Road.  Disinfectants 
were  freely  used,  and  the  usual  precautions  taken,  the  excrement  being 
buried  in  garden  soil,  after  being  first  disinfected. 

CBOTJP  (MEMBRANOUS). 

Three  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease,  at  the  ages  of  3  months 
and  3  and  5  years  respectively.  The  cases  were  strongly  allied  to 
Diphtheria,  but  I  could  not  ascertain  any  probable  cause  of  the  disease* 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease,  in  Providence  Street.  This 
was  a  case  of  usual  type,  and  did  not  seem  toi  depend  upon  any  insani¬ 
tary  sonditiom  about  the  premises* 
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ERYSIPELAS. 

Six  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  causing  one  death,  at  Lowe*® 
Hill.  This  is  a  disease  which  I  have  before  said  ought  not  to  be  a  noti¬ 
fiable  disease.  I  can  see  very  little  good  in  it  at  all.  Sanitary  supervi¬ 
sion  would  seem  to  have  very  little  effect  upon  it.  In  many  cases  the 
patient  has  attacks  of  Erysipelas  at  regular  intervals.  Other  cases  are 
a  mere  facial  blush,  so  to  speak,  and  I  have  not  seen  the  disease  in  its 
malignant  form  for  some  time. 

DIARRHOEA. 

Fight  cases  of  this  disease  resulted  in  death,  six  of  them  being  those 
of  infants  all  under  6  months  old.  These  were  fed  upon  biscuits,  oat¬ 
meal  gruel,  and  beef  tea,  as  adjuncts  to  breast  milk  ;  and  probably  other 
and  more  grave  errors  in  diet  were  connected  with  them. 

PHTHISIS 

Only  four  deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered,  as  against  eight 
in  1893.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  greater  care  is  bestowed  on  the 
hygiene  of  this  disease  than  there  used  to  be.  Although  it  can  hardly 
be  proved  that  this  disease  is  really  infectious,  there  are  good  grounds 
for  believing  it  is.  and  persons  would  do  well  never  to  occupy  the  same 
bed  as  the  patient,  and  as  little  as  possible  the  same  room,  unless  with 
an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  air  continuously.  The  sputa  or  phlegm 
which  the  patient  spits  up  should  always  be  burnt,  and  should  never  be 
allowed  upon  the  floor  where  it  could  become  dried  and  mixed  up  with 
the  particles  of  dust  floating  about  the  room,  and  so  respired  by  the 
otherwise  healthy  persons. 

BRONCHITIS,  ETC. 

These  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  destroyed  10  lives,  as 
against  28  in  1893.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  exceptionally  fine 
season,  with  warm  sunny  days  and  a  dry  atmosphere. 

INQUEST  CASES. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  as  follows 

Male,  6  weeks  old,  convulsions 

Male,  21  years,  killed  by  bicycle. 

Female,  2  years,  accidental  burns. 

Male,  58  years,  compression  of  brain  (from  a  blow). 

Male,  68  years,  syncope. 

Male,  67  years,  suicide  by  poisoning. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

These  deaths  are  not  certified  by  a  medical  man,  and  the  causes  of 
death  are  only  presumed  to  be  correct.  The  Begistrar  returns  them  as 
“  uncertified,”  but  inserts  what  the  friends  think  the  cause  of  death. 

Male,  24  hours  old,  premature  birth. 

Male,  2  days,  convulsions. 

Male,  6  months,  convulsions. 

Female,  23  days,  convulsions. 

Female,  9  days,  convulsions. 

Male,  23  days,  diarrhoea. 

Male,  5  years,  croup. 

Male,  65  years,  paralysis. 
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This  completes  the  cases  of  death  which  seem  to  call  for  special 
notice. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  102,  of  whom  46 
were  males  and  56  were  females.  Out  of  this  number  40  were  under  5 
ye  ^TB  of  age.  This  equals  a  death  rate  of  5*59  per  1000,  or  39  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  number.  In  1892  the  total  deaths  were  164,  so  that  there 
is  a  great  decrease  in  your  rate  of  mortality  as  compared  with  that  year. 
The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  quarters  of  the  year  : — 

March  Quarter  ^ 

June  Quarter  -  ^ 

September  Quarter  -  “ 

December  Quarter  -  ™ 


Total 


102 


This  gives  a  death  rate  for  1893  of  14  27  per  1000.  The  total  death 
rate  for  1892  was  no  less  than  23*48  per  1000.  The  deaths  at  certain 
ages,  according  to  the  Schedule  A  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  is  as 

follows  : — 

31 


Under  One  year 


1  and  under  5  years 
5  „  15 

15  „  25 

25  „  65 

65  and  upwards 

Total 


9 

3 

3 

22 

34 

102 


The  average  mean  age  at  death  of  the  40  under  5  years  of  age  was 
8  months.  The  mean  age  at  death  of  the  28  persons  between  the  age 
of  5  years  and  65  years  was  42  years.  The  mean  age  of  the  34  persons 
who  lived  65  years  and  upwards  was  71  years.  The  mean  age  of  the 
whole  102  persons  was  31  years.  There  being  31  deaths  under  1  year 
old,  makes  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  for  1893  116*54  per  1000.  In 
1892  this  infantile  death  rate  was  as  high  as  215  per  1000.  In  England 
and  Wales  the  infantile  death  rate  is  149  per  1000.  The  mean  death 
rate  for  the  Ripley  Urban  District  for  20  years  is  14*86  per  1000, 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  li9*. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  4*18  per  1000,  or  30  per  cent. 


Under  5  years 
5  and  under  15 
15  „  25 

25  65 

65  and  upwards 
Zymotic  Diseases 
Phthisis 
Bronchitis 
Heart  Disease 
Inquests 
Male  Deaths 
Female  Deaths 


5*52 

•4 

•4 

2*96 

4*75 

1*81 

•55 

1-39 

1*53 

•83 

643 

7*83 


>i 

n 

» 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

n 

i> 

ii 


39 

2 

2 

21 

38 

12 

3 

9 

10 

5 

45 

54 


ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 


ii 


»i 

ii 

ii 

>i 

n 

ii 


I  estimate  the  Population  of  the  District  to  be  on  December  31st» 
1893s  7146.  This  is  arrived  at  by  merely  deducting  the  total  numbs* 


of  Deaths  from  the  total  number  of  Births.  This  gives  a  death  rate  for 
the  year  of  14^27  per  1000.  If  we  estimate  the  population  according  to 
the  Kegistrar-Qeneral’s  plan,  viz.,  that  the  increase  in  one  decade  wilF  be 
about  the  same  in  another  decade,  the  population  is  6990.  This  would 

mean  a  total  death  rate  for  1893  of  14  59  per  1000,  and  a  birth  rate  of 
dS-05  per  1000. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  1211  acres.  This  gives  a  density  of 
population  of  5-9  persons  per  acre,  based  on  my  own  estimate  of  7146. 

births. 

-  oJc  9  m°7.S  a?d  137  Girls  were  born  dnring  tbe  year,  making  a  total 
ot  Jbb.  Ihis  gives  a  natural  increase  of  the  population  of  164  persons 

lhe  total  birth  rate  for  the  year  1893  is  37-22  per  1000.  The  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  31  4  per  1000,  so  it  will  be  seen  that 
Kipley  has  a  very  high  birth  rate.  The  births  were  registered  in  the 
iollowmg  quarters  of  the  year  : _ 

March  Quarter  -  -  60 

June  Quarter  » 

September  Quarter  .  „  g] 

December  Quarter  «.  gQ 

Total  -  -  266 

The  male  birth  rate  was  18'05  per  1000,  and  the  female  birth  rate  was 
19  1 7  per  1000. 

ORDINARY  INSPECTION. 

.  Systematic  visits  of  inspection  have  been  carried  out  as  usual 
dunng  the  year.  Every  case  of  Zymotic  disease  has  a  special  visit,  and 
all  ordinary  nuisances  are  dealt  with  as  they  occur.  During  my  illness 
Dr.  Allen  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  kindly  undertook  to  assist  me 
and  your  Inspector  had  a  little  extra  work  thrown  upon  him.  For  ali 
this,  and  for  the  kindness  I  received  from  the  Authority,  I  return  mv 
sincere  thanks.  I  am  convinced  that  with  these  arrangements  nothing 
was  neglected..  Among  other  small  nuisances  attended  to  and  inspected 
were  643  ashpits  and  privies  and  43  pigstys. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  an  important  part  of  sanitary  work,  but  it  still  remains  as 
it  was  last  year.  I  can  assure  the  Authority  of  its  importance,  and  it 
is  at  this  time  the  most  insanitary  feature  of  the  District.  The  accumu¬ 
lations  of  refuse,  and  cinder  heaps  with  all  their  filthy  additions,  close 
to  the  cottage  dwellings,  are  complained  of  daily,  and  are  in  reality  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  health  of  the  people,  especially  the  infantile  population, 
who  must  of  necessity  spend  the  first  years  of  their  lives  in  these  filthy 
surroundings.  The  inhabitants  cannot  get  these  heaps  removed  Far¬ 
mers  don’t  care  much  about  it,  and  want  to  fetch  it  at  their  own  conve- 
ment  time—its  manurial  value  is  discounted  by  the  peculiar  contents  of 
an  ashpit  m  a  colliery  district— and  so  the  things  exist.  I  am  aware 
one  large  owner  of  house  property  does  remove  these  heaps  from  the 
houses,  but  there  must  be  at  the  least  many  hundreds  of  houses  which 
are  literally  choked  up,  and  the  whole  atmosphere  reeking  with  the  de¬ 
composing  materials  which  form  these  nuisances.  I  can  see  no  other 
solution  of  the  difficulty,  than  that  the  Authority  should  undertake  this 

matter  themselves  |  and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  the 
Authority^ 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

As  this  question  has  made  little  or  no  progress  since  last  year,  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Authority  to  the  Act  recently 
passed,  which  gives  to  County  Councils  the  power  to  parcel  out  Districts 
to  erect  hospitals,  and  to  levy  rates  for  the  same.  There  are  many  pro¬ 
visions  in  the  Act.  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  County  Council  and  the 
Local  Authority  would  work  in  harmony  ;  but  it  is  quite  conceivable 
that  the  County  Council  might  make  their  own  arrangements  where  the 
ordinary  Authority  allowed  the  matter  to  go  by  default.  The  necessity 
for  these  hospitals  has  so  often  been  urged  by  me,  and  is  now  so  general  7 
accepted,  that  I  can  add  nothing  that  is  not  known,  and  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  necessary  for  some  dire  epidemic  to  visit  the  District  in  orde 

that  the  matter  may  be  considered. 

COW-HOUSE8,  DAIRIES,  ETC. 

There  are  about  40  of  these  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  and 

are  in  fairly  good  condition.  They  receive  occasional  visits  of  inspection. 

LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  three  of  these ;  and  anything  found  wrong  in  them  is 
remedied  at  the  time. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Fight  of  these  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  are  in  fair 
condition. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

These  are  13  in  number,  and  are  attended  to  fairly  well. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  a  most  difficult  question,  and  was  very  defective  in  quantity 
during  the  year.  I  am  aware  negotiations  are  going  on  for  additional 
sources  and  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  obtain  good  water  in  a  mining 
district :  bnt  it  will  be  a  great  boon,  and  must  promote  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  District,  when  the  supply  is  ample  for  all  purposes. 

MARKET  INSPECTION. 

I  have  occasionally  visited  your  market,  and  though  I  have  seen 
very  suspicious-looking  meat  and  fish,  yet  I  have  not  felt  justified  in 
making  any  seizure.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  late  convictions 
obtained  by  the  Authority  have  not  been  lost  upon  a  certain  class,  and 
the  market  is  avoided  by  them  now  they  know  the  danger. 

This  Gentlemen,  concludes  my  Annual  Report  for  1893.  It  is  my 
20th  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  yon,  and  I  have  to  thank 
you  for  the  mutual  good  feeling  and  confidence  which  has  existed 

between  ns  during  that  period. 

I  have  always  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  my  office  m  a 
nuiet  way,  and  so  as  not  to  be  disagreeable  to  the  inhabitants  ;  and  1 
hope  may7 still  retain  your  confidence  as  your  Health  Officer,  and  sha 
always  give  a  willing  attention  to  any  wish  expressed  by  any  member  of 

the  Authority. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  GAYLOR, 


M.O.H*  to  the  Ripley  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


